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A Group Member Organization of the USDF. 
Members are automatically USDF Group Members. 
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Welcome to the Wonderful World of Dressage! 
 
Also - welcome to the Great Lakes Area Show Series ï Educational Dressage organization 
(GLASS-ED) a Group Member Organization (GMO) of the United States Dressage Federation 
(USDF).  GLASS-ED was created to promote the art and the sport of dressage to young riders, 
new riders, inexperienced horses, and people just out to have fun with their horse.  We 
concentrate on the positive and make our shows inexpensive, less time-consuming days of fun 
for all.  We were founded in 1993, and grew from only a handful of members and show hosts to 
our present membership of well over 100 and 11 show hosts.    
 
Just a few of our membership perks includeé  
 

 A copy of the annual GLASS-ED omnibus containing all of the latest rules, updates 
and pertinent show information! 

 A subscription to the Equine Times! The local horse newspaper that prints all of our 
scores and show placing! 

 A subscription to the USDF Connection!  A dressage magazine containing tons of 
great articles and tips for you, your horse, and so much more 

 Reduced rates for GLASS-ED and USDF clinics!  This year our spring 2008 Clinic is 
FREE to audit and offered at a greatly reduced rate to ride to all members! 

 The opportunity to compete for great year-end awards. We offer champion and 
reserve ribbons along with cool trophies and saddle pads for breed awards, 
certificates of achievement to recognize accomplished riders, and the Classic 
Saddlery Perpetual Trophy and gift certificate drawing! 

 
We realize you are already a member and eligible for these fantastic benefits, but do you know 
anyone else who might be interested or benefit from all that we have to offer!  Let them know 
about GLASS-ED so that they can join in the fun too! 
 
 

 
What does ñDressageò mean? 
 
 
Dressage is a French term meaning ñtrainingò. It describes the 
gradual and harmonious development in both body and mind of 
the horse and rider.  The goal of dressage is to develop a horseôs 
flexibility, responsiveness to aids, and balance.  The process of 
dressage development allows the horse to become stronger, 
calmer, more supple, looser, more flexible, and increase 
confidence and attentiveness. Ultimately, these steps make riding 
more enjoyable for all. 
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GLASS-ED Mission Statement 

 
The Great Lakes Area Show Series-Educational Dressage, Inc. (GLASS-ED) is a 
non-profit corporation, dedicated to the promotion and encouragement of the 
sport of Dressage. GLASS-ED is open to all enthusiasts of Dressage, all breeds 
of horses, all riding levels, professional or amateur, so as to encourage the 
progressive training of the horse and the rider that defines dressage. Our 
emphasis is to provide an enjoyable, safe, educational, competitive dressage 
experience for both new and experienced horse/rider teams creating and 
encouraging a positive environment for competitive excellence in the future. 
 
Toward this end, GLASS-ED will organize and sanction dressage competitions in 
the State of Michigan, with certification of compliance to USDF/USEA rules, 
except as modified by GLASS-ED, including appropriate records reflecting the 
same. 
 
GLASS-ED will provide to its members information and educational opportunities 
in dressage, including clinics or other media. GLASS-ED will coordinate and 
provide instruction to conduct dressage competitions. GLASS-ED will assist with 
the establishment of dressage opportunities in the State of Michigan.       
 

 
 
 
Membership ï Year End Awards 
 
One of the benefits of a membership with GLASS-ED is the opportunity to be eligible for 
Certificates of Achievement and compete for Year-End Awards.   Certificates of Achievement 
are awarded to riders who have competed in a level, in at least three different GLASS-ED 
shows.  The score accumulation begins at the first GLASS-ED show of the season at which the 
member is registered and ends at the last show of the GLASS-ED show season. 
  

Bronze Certificate:   
Awarded when a rider has received seven (7) scores of 50% or better. 
 
Silver Certificate:   
Awarded when a rider has received five (5) scores of 60% or better. 

  
Gold Certificate:   
Awarded when a rider has received three (3) scores of 70% or better. 

 
With the registration of your horse, you may select an appropriate year-end award category or 
categories.  Please refer to our rules listed on the next few pages to assist you in understanding 
the division more in depth. If you are planning to advance from Walk-Trot to Training Level or 
from Training Level to First Level at some point during the show season you may select both of 
those year-end award categories when submitting your year-end awards application.  Or, you 
may select the category you will start the season competing and then part way through the 
competition year, prior to the show in which you advance to the next level, submit the year-end 
awards application and fee for that level.    
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GLASS-ED offers the following competitive categories for year-end awards! 
  

   Introduction to Dressage (ITD) 

 Introduction to Dressage 1st Year Junior Rider 

 Introduction to Dressage 1st Year Senior Rider 

 Introduction to Dressage Open Rider 

 Introduction to Dressage 1st Year Horse 

 Training Level 

 Training Level Novice Junior Rider 

 Training Level Novice Senior Rider 

 Training Level Open Rider 

 Training Level Novice Horse 

 First Level 

 First Level Intermediate Rider 

 First Level Open Rider 

 Second Level, Third Level & Above 

 Second Level Open Rider 

 Third Level and Above Open Rider 

 Musical, Equitation, & Quadrille 

 Anything Goes Quadrille 

 Anything Goes Pas de Deux 

 Open Musical Freestyle (All Levels) 

 Anything Goes Musical Freestyle 

 Walk-Trot Equitation 

 Dressage Equitation 
 

The following are some descriptions for the above categories and also some common scenarios 
for year-end award division selections and also the competitive classes that the year-end 
awards coincide with:   
 

Please note that you may select more than one year -end 
award category at the same level or different levels if you  

or your horse meet the appropriate requirem ents!  
  

Introduction to Dressage ï Junior 1st Year Rider 
This is your first year of showing dressage and you are 18 years of age or under.  You may 
select the ITD Junior 1st Year Rider category and you may show all classes that are offered in 
the ITD 1st Year Rider division.  Applicable dressage tests are USDF Test A, USDF Test B, 
GLASS-ED walk-trot 1, GLASS-ED walk-trot 2.  When completing the show entry form these 
classes are the ITD 1st Year Rider classes, numbers 1 - 4.   
 
Introduction to Dressage ï Senior 1st Year Rider 
This is your first year of showing dressage and you are 18 years of age or older.  You may 
select the ITD Senior 1st Year Rider category and you may show all classes that are offered for 
ITD 1st Year Rider division.  Applicable dressage tests are USDF Test A, USDF Test B, GLASS-


